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shabbily dressed, and these facts should have been sufficient
to have precluded them from charitable relief.

I have no quarrel with the treatment children receive at
Great Ormond Street; I honour the name of the staff; but for
the Secretary to stand up and challenge the existence of
abuse at this hospital is a little too ¶nuch for even a general
practitioner's patience.
Last week a relation of my own, I am acutely ashamed to

say, brought a child up from the provinces to have tonsils and
adenoid growths removed at Golden Square Throat Hospital.
This person, also, was well dressed, and could afford an
expensive train fare to London. No question was asked as to
position or means. The child is to be shortly taken into the
hospital, and the provincial surgeons deprived of a rightful
fee.
I apologise for the length of this letter, but these cases

should be published. Every general practitioner in London
could furnish scores of them. As long as there are mean
people there will be hospital abuse; but when glaring
instances of palpable negligence in investigation occur, let no
hospital secretary give forth such a challenge as was heard at
the meeting in St. Martin's Town Hall.-I am, etc.,
Guilford Street, W.C., Nov. 12th. J. ARTHUR BROWNE.

THE HOSPITAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
SIR,-May I be allowed once more to appeal to the profes-

sion for financial help to enable the Hospital Reform Asso-
ciation to carry on its work ?
Men, as a rule, have short memories, and I may therefore

be pardoned for reminding them that since our establishment
in October of last year we have held meetings in London,
Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester, Brighton, and Bristol;
that we have communicated with every hospital in England
and Wales, that we have petitioned tne Royal College of
Physicians, and that we have made an investigation into and
published' a report of the special hospitals of the
Metropo]is.
Whether we have succeeded in arousing public opinion I

will leave others to judge. I may, however, be excused for
mentioning one or two facts which may or may not have
some connection with the work of propagandism that we
have undertaken. In the first place the authorities of the
general hospitals and medical schools have drawn up a series
of recommendations for the better administration of the out-
patient and casualty departments. In the second place the
Council of the Hospital Sunday Fund has recommended the
London hospitals to appoint inquiry officers; and in the
third place the Duke of Devonshire has spoken (at a hospital
dinner too) of the question of abuse as one that deserves
investigation.
Considering our youth and the very small number (150) of

members who have associated themselves with the work, we
may be pardoned for saying that our record is not a bad one.
-Iam, etc.,
Cardiff, Nov. 15th. T. GARRETT HORDER.

DR. R. R. RENTOUL'S RESIGNATION OF MEMBER-
SHIP OF THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

SIR,-When I resignied my position of Direct Representative
upon the General Medical Council, I promised privately and
publicly to give my reasons for so doing. Before doing so let
me try to correct a strange idea which seems to possess the
minds of some practitioners to the effect that they conferred
upon me some marked " honour" when theyvoted for myelec-
tion to the Council. I have never, and shall never, consider
any such election an honour. In I891 I was asked to stand,
my expenses guaranteed, but I refused. In I896 1 publicly
stated I would withdraw my candidature if Mr. Wheelhouse
and Sir W. Foster agreed to stand again, and in I897 I
resigned, as I came to the finding that I could not accomplish
any of my work as member of the Council constituted and
worked as it now is.
Every honest practitioner must recognise that a practi-

tioner-and especially a practitioner in general practice-
must do great injury to his practice if he not only leaves it
three or four times each year; but, what is more, if he gives a
very great share of his time to preparing and working-up
business to bring uselessly before sessions and Committees of

the Council. To uttend meetings of the Council simply for the
" honour" of sitting at the Council's meetings is not to my
liking.
My first reason for resigning is that the 6,646 practitioners

who voted for me practically deserted me immediately after my
election. I think most sane persons will agree that to put
a man in a position to fight and carry out a forward policy he
must be thoroughly supported-morally and financially. As
to the want of moral support, I may mention one case only.
Early this year. after prolonged work, I drafted a Bill for the
Registration of Midwifery and Other Nurses. I sent a copy
of this to about 129 medical societies in the United Kingdom,
and to about 46 Branches of the British Medical Association,
with a request that each should refer this Draft Bill to a com-
mittee, and ask their M.P.'s to support, and to let me know.
Other than practitioners will have difficulty in believing me
when I state that only three of these Societies and Branches
had the common courtesy to acknowledge the receipt of
either the Draft Bill or letter. The same shabby and un-
businesslike treatment has practically been given to my
efforts in favour of increased direct representation; the
better management of medical charities; and my proposed
fund for the widows and orphans of medical practitioners.
Such facts are truly heartbreaking and fearfully discouraging.
But among practitioners competition is now so keen and
degrading that there seems to be a secret feeling of satisfac-
tion when another practitioner fails; while not a few place
one man in an open position and leave him to fight their
battles as well as he may. Such a " system" must atways
fail. However, so long as practitioners think it pays them
better to be disorganised so long will they agree to accept
failure and to appear ridiculous.
Again I complain, and I feel with just cause, that practi-

tioners have refused to back up my eftorts on their
behalf financially. No public question to-day can go ahead
unless backed up financially. In May, 1896, I sent a circular
letter to over 4,000 practitioners, stating that since I890 I had
advanced money out of my own pocket to the extent of
£373 138. 8d., and asking that this money should be repaid.
Since February, I896, I have also expended £75 75. 4d., or a
total of £449 x8. Of this total expenditure £8i 155. is still
unpaid-most of it having been expended in defeating the
many Midwives Bills which have since I890 been introduced
into Parliament. From the 4,000 practitioners applied to, only
45 replied, these refunding £26 6s. 6d.; some thinking that
they were actually presenting me with money! Now I ask any
practical man is it fair, is it businesslike, or is it even honest
to allow one practitioner to advance funds required to fight a
public medical question of great moment ? I distinctly feel
that it is neither fair, businesslike, nor honest. With other'
public questions, or in events affecting the interest of a class
of persons, a fund for organising and working is always pro-
vided. All along I have worked willingly without reward of
any kind. But I would urge that if practitioners wish to be
considered really in earnest they must not be so markedly
dilatory in supplying the funds. When it falls upon only one
to do not only most of the uphill fighting, but to beg for
money to carry out work, the position is little short of per-
sonally humiliating, while it degrades the cause.
My second reason for resigning is, that so long as there are

only five direct representatives in a Medical Council of
thirty members, we shall fail to obtain our just requests. I
recognised this as far back as I890, when I brought this
proposed increase up before the annual meeting of the British
Medical Association, and when Sir W. Foster and Mr. Wheel-
house took the question before the General Medical Council.
Five votes against 25 must for ever fail to carry the question
of increased direct representation. Every person will recognise
this except fools and medical practitioners. Myonlyregretnow
is that Mr. Wheelhouse and Sir W. Foster did not then resign
and go to the profession again and again for re-election, thus
putting the General Medical Council to the cost and trouble
of repeated half-yearly elections, and until the other twenty-
five representatives recognised the just nature of our request.

ly third reason for resigning is that the funds of the
General Medical Council are much too small to allow the
Council to administer the Medical Acts, the Dental Act, and
the other Acts relating to medicine. The average annual
income of the General Medical Council is about £8,ooo, while


